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(54) PICTURE INPUT DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain high picture quality data with a 
matched focus even when an original is not in close 
contact with a base by detecting a distance between 
the original and an original platen to apply mobile 
control to a lens and a photoelectric conversion element 
in response to the distance. 

CONSTITUTION: A distance sensor 8 having an 
ultrasonic wave sensor moving in the scanning direction 
integrally with a lighting source 6 is provided in the 
vicinity of an original platen 4 to detect the distance 
between the original 5 and the platen 4 located by 
several lines of reading. Then the resolution accuracy 
of the sensor is selected to be one unit of sensor 
movement. Moreover, the lens 2 and a photoelectric 
conversion element 1 are fitted to a movable base 9 
moved in the scanning direction A and the base 9 is 
controlled by a pulse motor. Thus, even when the 
original 5 is not in close contact with the base 4, a 
picture data with high quality with matched focus is 
obtained. 
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